
                 2017 ‘Highbury Fields’  

Variety: 

Region: 

Vineyard(s): 

Soil(s): 

Vine Age: 

Viticulture: 

Fermentation: 

Elevage: 

Chardonnay 

Great Southern 

Highbury Fields 

Gravel & loams over clay 

Mix of 15 (dominant) and 43 years (small component) 

Sustainable / Organic Practices / Dry grown 

Barrel & Stainless steel / Wild & Neutral 

Minor stirring on lees / Partial MLF  

94 Points 

Editor’s Choice 

THE WINE 

 

                       

 

“From the deep south of Western Australia, this long-

established Great Southern producer has hugely stepped up 

quality lately. This Chard is an excellent and very well priced 

example. Delicate, balanced and expressive of place, it leads 

with gentle aromas of lemon, orange peel, stone fruit and 

honey, flecked with seashells and crème brûlée. The palate is 

a medley of pristine fruit, crunchy acidity, well-placed oak 

and lovely texture. Depth, complexity and ageability at such a 

price is rare. Let it transport you to the Southern Ocean. 

Drink now–2027”.  — Christina Pickard, WE 

THE WINERY 

 

Established in 1965, Forest Hill Vineyard is Western      

Australia’s oldest cool climate vineyard. Situated 20km west 

of Mount Barker, the vineyard consists of 40 hectares of dry 

farmed vines. Forest Hill is family owned and run by the 

Lyons family, with winemaker Guy Lyons managing the   

vineyard and winery along with Liam Carmody and Ross 

Pike. The Lyons family has been farming in the Great  

Southern for four generations and purchased the Forest Hill 

Vineyard in 1995. The farming methods are simple—cane 

pruning with attentive canopy management and shoot      

positioning. No herbicides are used in the vineyards with 

livestock running through the vines outside of the growing 

season. Organic composts and teas are distributed to further 

improve soil health promoting microbial activity. 

“The 2017 growing season in Mount Barker was long and cool, beginning very 
wet and late. More than 800mm rainfall fell over 2016, well above the yearly aver-
age. This initial wet period was broken by a dry period in early Summer, however 
with moderate temperatures. Good fruit set for most varieties although veraison 
was late. Periods of light rain in February and March were refreshing especially 

with the cool temperatures, leading to bright natural acidity.” — FH 

 


