
  BALNAVES  

  CABERNET SAUVIGNON 2012 

  COONAWARRA, AUSTRALIA 

“Balnaves of Coonawarra Vineyard was established in 1975, and is 
situated at the southern end of the Coonawarra Terra Rossa strip.”

Doug Balnaves and his wife Annette established ‘Balnaves of  Coonawarra’ 
with their first 5 hectares of  vineyards planted in 1975. Pete Bissell came on 
board as Chief  Winemaker in 1995 and, along with the next generation of  
Balnaves’, Kirsty (General Manager) and Peter (Viticulturalist), they 
developed a fully functional winery. Now with 58 hectares of  sustainably 
farmed vineyards, the Balnaves’ family operate with an unmatched 
knowledge of  the region and strong sustainable values and expectations 
toward their land and each other. 

The Cabernet Sauvignon is the Balnaves flagship wine. Of  their 52 hectares of  
vineyards, 70% are planted to Cabernet Sauvingon; it is the undisputed king variety 
of  Coonawarra. 

Vintage 2012 was mild and early, producing elegant wines with delicate ripe fruit 
flavours. The wine enjoys long, cool ferments with regular pump overs ensuring the 
wine shows the structure and austerity that is indicative of  Coonawarra Cabernet, 
and ensures balance and long term age-ability.  

Blended from our Dead Morris, Walker, and Quarry vineyards, this wine spent 20 
months in tight-grain French oak from Seguin Moreau, Taransaud, Sylvain and 
Berger cooperages, before bottling in December 2013 under screwcap.  

The wine shows aromas of  cassis, seaweed and a touch of  blackberry, combined 
with fine mocha-coffee French oak. The palate is structured and lean with ripe cassis 
.fruit and a fine tannin finish. 

REGION 

Coonawarra, South Australia 

VINEYARD(S) 

Dead Morris, Quarry and 1976 Old Cabernet 

vineyards 

SOIL 

Terrarosa, ironstone, limestone 

VINE AGE 

20 - 40 years 

ELEVATION 

100ft 

FARMING 

Sustainable 

HARVEST DATE 

March 19 to 27 

ELEVAGE 

19 months elevage in fine grain French oak. 

Saury, Taransaud, Berger cooperages 

ALC, TA, PH 

14.5% alc, 6.28 TA, 3.44 pH 

PRESS & AWARDS 

95 pts - James Halliday 

94 pts - Wine Front 

91 pts - Wine Enthusiast 

90 pts - Vinous 


